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LAKE WORTH DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

GUIDELINES FOR RESIDENTIAL ASSOCIATIONS 
 

 

 

Maintenance and Operation of Residential Association Drainage Systems 

 

General Description of Drainage System: 

 

Many communities utilize a Discharge Control Structure (DCS); commonly know as a weir, in 

the design of their internal drainage system. There are two types of DCS, fixed and operable. A 

fixed DCS does not have a mechanism allowing for the manual increase in water being 

discharged. An operable DCS will have a plate, wooden boards or weir that can be raised/opened 

and lowered/closed allowing for the increased manual discharge of water. (Figures 1, 2 & 3) 

 

Average rainfall will flow into the lake system through swales and drains and over the DCS into 

Lake Worth Drainage District canals. During a severe storm, temporary street flooding is 

expected but this is only for a short time until the natural progression of drainage occurs. 

Residential Association may request permission from Lake Worth Drainage District to open their 

operable DCS prior to or after a storm event. It is important to note that water cannot be replaced 

once it is lost. If the predicted rainfall is not received, the community’s lake levels may remain 

low until additional rainfall occurs.  

 

The most important action to take to protect your community from flooding is regular inspection 

and maintenance of the community’s drainage system. This is to ensure the DCS (fixed or 

operable), swales, drains and outfall pipes have an unobstructed flow. Inspection and 

maintenance is the sole responsibility of the Residential Association however LWDD staff is 

available to assist with any questions you may have and can arrange on-site visits to discuss your 

specific drainage system. (Figures 4, 5 &6) 

 

Operable Discharge Control Structure: 

 

The operable DCS must remain in the lowered/closed position and locked at all times. Only 

when authorized by LWDD can the operable DCS be raised/opened prior to or after a storm 

event. If the operable DCS is opened without authorization and the canal system is at a higher 

elevation than the internal lake system canal water may backflow into the community’s lakes 

which may cause or contribute to local flooding in the community. 

 

Authority: 

 

The Lake Worth Drainage District, pursuant to Order No. 97-32DAO-SWM of the South Florida 

Water Management District (Exhibit 1) has the authority to allow Residential Associations to 

open their operable DCS if water is entering into a private home, remains on a road for seventy-

two (72) hours or if LWDD has determined there is a serious life-safety issue.  

 

 

 



 

 2 

Pre-Designated Contact:  

 

The Residential Association should pre-designate, in writing, the individual(s) who are 

authorized to act on behalf of the community regarding the maintenance and operation of its 

DCS. These individuals may be board members, drainage committee members or individuals 

from a property management company. The Residential Association is responsible for updating 

LWDD with current and complete information. It is suggested Residential Associations updated 

their information with LWDD at least once each year even if there have been no changes.  

 

When to Call: 

 

Residential Associations are NOT allowed to raise/open an operable DCS during a storm event. 

Authorization will not be granted during a storm event. Requests must be made before or after a 

storm. 

 

Procedure: 

 

 Requesting Authorization – The pre-designated individual must call LWDD for 

authorization prior to opening a DCS. To obtain authorization, call LWDD main 

phone number 561-498-5363 during regular business hours: Monday through 

Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and advise the receptionist that you are calling 

for authorization to open a DCS. You may also call the Storm Line at 561-495-

4054 for pre-recorded updates. Once given instructions on when to open and close 

the operable DCS you may be required to leave your name, community name, 

phone number and time the DCS was opened. After business hours and weekends 

call the On-call phone number 561-699-7701 to speak with a staff member.  

 

 E-mail Notifications – Associations may choose to participate in LWDD E-mail 

notifications which provide updates on severe weather alerts and authorization for 

associations with internal DCS.  

 

 Closing – The Association must also accept the responsibility to close the DCS. 

The Association must notify LWDD, via the phone numbers above, that the 

operable DCS is lowered/closed and secured. The DCS must remain 

lowered/closed during the storm. This is imperative to avoid waters from the 

canal system from entering into the community’s internal lake system. 

 

 Reopening – After the storm event, the Association may request to reopen the 

DCS following the procedures listed above. Authorization to do so will only be 

given if the canal system can accept the additional water and the subdivision is in 

an emergency situation as described above under the section Authority. 

 

 Drainage Permit - Communities are required to abide by the conditions set forth 

in their LWDD drainage permit and other local, state or federal requirements.  
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Non-compliance: 
 

The operable DCS must remain lowered/closed and locked at all times. The Lake Worth 

Drainage District will disable the adjustable portion of the DCS if these guidelines are not 

followed or are abused.  

 

Education: 

 

Lake Worth Drainage District staff is available to meet on-site with communities or give a brief 

presentation at Residential Association meetings. To schedule a meeting or speaker, contact 

Rosemary Rayman, Records Manager/Public Information & Outreach at 561-498-5363 or email 

at rrayman@lwdd.net.  
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Figure 3: Example of adjustable 

boards on a Flash Board 

Operable DCS 

Figures 1 through 3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 1: Example of Operable 

DCS community outfall pipe 

Figure 2: Example of Operable 

DCS to Community Lake 

 

Figure 1: Example of Operable 
DCS community outfall pipe 
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Figure 4: Example water grasses 

obstructing flow in Operable DCS 

Figures 4 through 6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6: Example of vegetation 

obstructing flow in drain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Example of vegetation 

and trash obstructing flow in 

drain 
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